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Descriptiom:
Nature's Heart is & patriotic photo-play based on
local history. 'Hie sction takes place in lewremce, Mass.,
the busy industrial, cosmopeliten city., The main action
centers about the Bodwell ilm, planted in 1729 on the day
of the birth of the first sen in the Bodwell family dwelling
umumms\-ﬂl‘-ﬁ.ﬂlﬁh = : : |
mmumwwumm.._____ ey 1]
wrought through the education of an Italian girl in our public
' schools. 4 romance between the son. of the present bearer of
the Bodwell name, and Elvira Pitochelll, t.l-w‘umtor of the
sresent owner of the Bodwell estate, furnishes the human eide - ;
|

of the plot. The dénousment is happy in scoord with the lesson
taught through sll the years by the old elm, the oldest rResi-
dent, se expressed in the poem by Emily G. Wetherbee from whioh
the title was taken: | -
"How good snd true the lesson that it tesches
0f faith snd hope and love; - = l
That Neture's Heart in ite etexmal goodness,
Is tumed to that sbove."

|
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A more detailed deseriptien.

The Bodwell Elm, s fime exmmple of that typioally
American tree, has stoed for slmost two cemturies in front
of the Bodwell™msnsion”, & fime old Wew England. Colonial
houce, built in 1720, 1In 1921 the onward march of yn'nu
in the now busy indust wcu'zaummm.
sebatino Pitochelli, to declds to have the old house torn
down, and & modern spartment house built on the eite, This
would necessitate cutting down the old elm which has stood
like & sentinel through all the devious changes of the past.

-

Charles §,Bodwell and his sons arrive at the Bodwell
estate. They have recently returmed from the West. It is
the children's firet visit %o ibe 01d homestesd. Mr. Bodwell
coated bensath the old elm, relates $o the chilaren the story
of the psst. This "stery* is soted in seven scenes as follows:

the VR BRI ATRE BT 2

() Amwm She is
costume and Y nm.

(4) ummszumpnw

(4)  Major Bodwell has M*— T . . s |

(6) and—h
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Fairies grouped sbout the old Bodwell Elm, wakes,
stretch, and begin to hop abows, - Ome qpiv "The leaves
of the old elm were trembling in the nighS- & bad omen."
me fairies tremble. An Esvesdsepper listening to Beir
troubled conversstiom tells them that he knows whet it
neans, becsuse he had hesrd two men{the owner snd the
Supterintendent of Bublie Property) telking the day before.
When the feiries heay that the man wangs to have the old
tree cut down they clench thedr little fists and mmrmway
threats. Suddenly, m.ummmm
listens to théir u-ounu h:l-u then announces her presence :
by her wand, and bids them m the lesson that the old
tree teaches of faith and hope and love.

" she comforte them, dances for them ’lnll they trip away

after her to the land of the fleeoy clouds. _

The other scenes are at "Belle Villa", the present home
of the Pitochellis, and st "Porest Gete®, the present houms
of the Bodwells, recently returned from the West.

fivirs Pitochelli, the dsmghter of the present owner,
is & senior in the High Schosl. She is sesn starting out for
schoel with girl friesds; her brother Burice is heartily
grested by schoolbeys who osll for Mim on their way to schoel, =

Mr. Pitochelli hingelf, comes out on & tervese and .
rmmﬂmﬁﬂﬂlm_mﬁ‘*‘“ g AR
salute. He then :tarts off for work., later, he is seem -
looking over sceewnts. He comes waress the -ﬂm
His manner chows that it is elesd ‘D“ﬂ
He ocalls up the Pubdlic Property I .R-. ment
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the Superintendent st the old elm, There he eete forth his
plans. The commissioner, born within five hwndred yarde of
the old elm srgues with him, and tells him thet it would bde
s sacrilege to cut down this tres, the fimect old Americen
in the city, He withholds the permission requested( to send
men to owt 1t down), He eleo takes steps to give publicity
to n.-u&. The editer of & local paper gives it publicity
through his editorisl columm,
nlm“am-l.ﬁo etﬂlﬁ I’IM
pupile look sekence at Hlvira and her brother. They retum
home from school, dejected, realizing that if their father

insists on carrying out his p:lni this act will end the friendly

relations existing between them and the native Americans,

Elvire pleads with her father not to carry out his plans,

He is & practical business man, however) &nd refuses to listem
to her. ; '

Deep in her heart ic & secret - her love for Hemry
Bodwell, the oldest som of Charlee Bodwell, the oldest sen
of Charles S. Bogwell. She goes t6 her roem, site dejected
before her desk. After & fow mements, che pieks up ¢ Photo
on her desk. She kisess it, then writes & mote te Hemry,
telling hia ahe hopes to find & Way %o show her futher how
dmmtmhﬁm-’.ﬂh-ﬂﬁm
o foreign parente in this cogmepeliten oity. She hopes in
this way, *to stay the executden

She has & vieion of the schesl ohildres paying tridute
to "the 014 resident”, - She goes S0 the Superintemdest of
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Schools, and tells him of 1%, As & result of this “vieion"
ten thousand schoel children meke & pilgrimage to the old
elm., They sing "Americe the Besutiful®, lay garlends et its
feet, recite poems about it and give the salute to the flag
which is prominent in every group. e
Mr. Pitochelli is sn interested m Overcome
by the tide of sentimemt attached to the old elm, snd the
dieplay of patriotism among the ghildrem, meny of whom sre
of foreign psrentage - Syrism, Armenian, Polish, Italian,
French, Portuguese - he offers to sell the estate to the city
for $10,000, provided it shall be forever and st all times
ucsed for some divio-mﬂ'. The offer is & generous one,

snd is sccepted readily, Subseriptions bog.tn-tnﬁ-&cml T e

children raise thousands of dollares towards it, Interest is
aroused, and the .desired amount is .ullo.lc

Henry Bodwell, hearing how his sweetheart's vision has
saved his encestral estate, comes home from ﬂl. to m
her, end to sek her to homor them by bearing the family name.
Mre, Bodwell, st firet, displeased with her gon*s attentioms
to thie"foreigher®, hes only to ses her to yield to her charm.

away with her lover to the old elm, Theye bemeath the same W
0ld branches ﬁun eheltered so msny of his sncestors, he |

tells her, once again the old, swee$, stoxy, So love's cigycle
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This document is from the Library of Congress
“Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection,
1912-1977”

Collections Summary:

The Motion Picture Copyright Descriptions Collection, Class L and Class M, consists of forms, abstracts,

plot summaries, dialogue and continuity scripts, press kits, publicity and other material, submitted for the

purpose of enabling descriptive cataloging for motion picture photoplays registered with the United States
Copyright Office under Class L and Class M from 1912-1977.

Class L Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi1020004

Class M Finding Aid:
https://hdl.loc.gov/loc.mbrsmi/eadmbrsmi.mi021002
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